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 NEWSLETTER

www.creeksideanglers.org
March, 2009

Editor’s Note:  Submissions should be made to Bill Zinner, Editor, by email (zinnmaster@hughes.net, or 12 Fourth Bridge Road, Hedgesville, WV 25427, Phone (304) 754-7183.

OFFICERS FOR 2009

President – Brett Billings

Vice President – Bob Morris

Secretary – Bill Zinner

Treasurer – Larry Martz

Fly tying – Ray Gano

Trips – Randy Underwood

MARCH MEETING  03/03/09

The March meeting was held on Tuesday March 3, 2009 at Orchard House, Route 45, Martinsburg, WV  Attendees discussed upcoming programs including the Youth Camp, scheduled for Saturday, April 25.  A presentation by John Mullican on the Potomac River fishery followed the meeting.  We were given details on electro-shocking techniques used to survey fish populations in the river along with data on the number of important species found from year to year.  We also learned that there are some big muskies in the waters.

GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
A number of folks not seen at our meetings before attended John’s presentation.  Let’s hope we can keep attracting larger audiences each month.
CREEKSIDE ANGLERS - CLUB NOTES
Kirby Lewis, past president, underwent hip surgery on March 9.  Mary Ann reports he is home and resting (she didn’t say comfortably).  Please keep the Lewis family in your thoughts and prayers.

Upcoming Programs- Spring, 2009
April 7 – Bryan Kelley – Fly-Fishing for Trophy Smallmouth Bass 

 Tackle Time: Tying shad darts with Sandy Burke

May 5 - Randy Underwood – Fishing Safety    Tackle time:  Fly casting on the lawn with Bob Stouffer

Creekside Flytiers Roundtable – Spring  09

Tiers meet the second Wednesday of each month in the café in Martin’s Grocery Store, Foxcroft Avenue, Martinsburg. Start time is 7 PM and we usually tie for about two hours. Materials are normally provided by the featured tyer.  Guests and kids are welcome!

April 8th:  Featured Tyer - Brett Billings

Tying   The Chicago Fly

(Get the full story and tying instructions on the “Fly Catalog” page of our club website:  www.creeksideanglers.org) and in this Newsletter

Future Fly Tiers’ Roundtable Dates:

May 13th

June 10th
CREEKSIDE ANGLERS WEBSITE

www.creeksideanglers.org
President Billings continues working with John Brognard to improve and expand the offerings on our website.  You can help too.  Brett needs your feedback and input.  Please visit the current site and comment on what you see there and what you would like to see there.  We’d love to have your fishing reports.

CLUB FISHING TRIPS – 2009

Randy Underwood, Facilitator

Contact him at erundwd@yahoo.com

2009 Creekside Anglers Fishing Trips and Outings 

May 1-3, 2009 – Spring Fishing Trip, Blackwater Falls State, Davis, WV

June 13, 2009 -  Day Trip to Cacapon State Park 

July 18, 2009 - Smallmouth Bass wade-in Fishing, Packhorse Ford, Potomac River

August, 2009 – North Branch of Potomac River and Savage River

September, 2009 – South Branch of the Potomac (Smoke Hole Area)

Check the website for details and directions.  We urge everyone to consider these trips.

UPCOMING CREEKSIDE EVENTS

Please visit our website for an expanded list of upcoming events including meetings, fly fishing shows, etc.  If you don’t have access to the internet, contact Secretary Bill Zinner. 

April 7, Monthly Meeting – Orchard House, Rte 45 E.

6:30PM   “Tackle Time” with Sandy Burke (Shad Fishing)

7:00PM  Membership Meeting:  

       Bryan Kelley – Fly Fishing for Trophy Smallmouth Bass.

April 8, 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Creekside Fly Tiers Roundtable

(Martins Grocery, Martinsburg, WV)

May 5, Monthly Meeting – Orchard House, Rte 45 E.

6:30 PM “Tackle Time” (Fly Casting)

7:00PM Membership Meeting:  Randy Underwood – Fishing Safely

June 28th (Sunday) Friends and Family Picnic, The Barn at Poor House Farm, Martinsburg, WV.
ANNUAL LEARN TO FLY-FISH YOUTH CAMP – APRIL 25, 2009

Registration is now open for this eagerly anticipated event.  Doc Van Dongen and son Matthew are the Camp Coordinators.  Randy Underwood is the Registrar - contact him if you wish to sign someone up.  

Activities will include introductions to fly-tying, flycasting basics, essential knots, entomology (bugs) and fishing.  Instructors for each activity are very experienced fisherpersons eager to share their knowledge and encourage newcomers to the sport.  Contact Phil and Matthew Van Dongen, 304-262-6411, docpvd@verizon.net/ if you can help or have questions.  A registration form is attached for your use.  Make copies if needed.

CONSERVATION DOINGS

Conservation of our natural resources is everyone’s business.  If you agree and want to get involved in Creekside’s activities or those of another group please make that commitment.

There are many ways to positively affect our water resources: rain barrels reduce municipal water use, rain gardens and wetlands help to filter and control runoff and recharge ground water reserves, reduced dependence on chemical fertilizers cuts down on nutrients in the streams, rivers, lakes and bays, properly disposing of oils, chemicals and all medicines (don’t flush ‘em down the toilet!!!) will help stop the genetic confusion of fish and other fauna in the waterways and stream cleanup events do just that - contributions of your time, materials and/or money make a difference and demonstrate the cumulative effect of many hands making light work.

Ask Bill Zinner for more information as to how you can help.

BITS AND PISCES

Vince Marinaro is one of the major figures in the evolution of fly-fishing.  He earned his living as a corporate executive in Harrisburg, PA.  But his passion and his obsession, if you will, were the art and science of fly-fishing.  He fished all over the region but seems to have concentrated his time on the Letort, Yellow Breeches and Big Spring creeks that lie between Carlisle and Harrisburg.  There he honed his skills, developed some new techniques and studied and catalogued the aquatic insects that we know so well today.  Marinaro’s best known book is “A Modern Dry Fly Code” first published in 1950 and again in 1970. While it certainly does not seem “modern” to us today it still has a great deal of wisdom to pass along – especially for people just starting out in this sport.

To quote from the book’s dust jacket …. ”Marinaro’s re-evaluation of the importance of terrestrial insects and his development of such patterns as the Jassid, the Ant and the Pontoon Hopper (tied with a big quill for a body and smaller quills for the legs) expand the fly-fishing season far beyond traditional period.  His patterns …. are widely acclaimed and used with striking success throughout the country.  His valuable streamside studies remain models for anyone who would observe …. the trout.”

“In addition, A Modern Dry Fly Code presents the first complete treatise on America’s now famous limestone waters, a generous ration of practical lore and a profound rationale for the art of fly-fishing.”

Marinaro was a member of the tweedy gentleman class of fly fishers and a life-long member of the Harrisburg Anglers’ Club – a famous bastion of well bred and well to do sports who had access to the best trout waters across the region (indeed, many of them owned stretches of these waters).  He also seems to have had a lot of time to devote to his pursuits.  One wonders how he maintained a home, wife and sired 5 children while much of his free-time was spent …. “a-stream” with pals like Charley Fox and George Harvey.

His writing style, quaint by today’s standards makes it a bit tedious to work one’s way through this slender volume but it is well worth the effort.  And you will have to work a bit to translate many of the tying materials into modern form but Marinaro’s observations about the location and profile of wings on duns and spinners hold true today and are good guides to better imitations.  Recipes for tying some of his more popular and successful flies are included.

He also holds forth at some length on what trout see as they look up through the water.  We have heard about the trout’s “window” but Marinaro points out that trout also see the pattern of insects on the water outside that window and that impression, virtually in the mirror-like underside of the water’s surface, is very slight for most duns.  Literally - little dots where the feet (and perhaps the tail) rest on the water and support the fly.  Many modern fly patterns ignore this fact.  Hey, go lie on the bottom of your favorite creek and look up – you’ll see what he’s talking about.

I recommend that you pick up a copy of this book and spend a couple of evenings reading it.  You will be glad you did and, perhaps, will fish a little better for the effort.

If you would like to write a brief review of a book you found particularly interesting or annoying please do so and submit your writing to Bill Zinner.

On another matter, entirely, we have started to plan for creation and publication of a fly-tying book.  It is tentatively planned to include 18 – 24 flies, tied and used by members of Creekside.  Additionally, a section on materials and methods for tying the various flies will be included.  Potential contributors should contact Ray Gano for more details or to submit a fly.

THE FOOD LOCKER

Kentucky Halibut Ceviche

1 pound diced halibut fillets (or other firm white fish ie: stripers, bluegill, crappie)

½ tsp salt

½ tsp pepper

½ tsp dried oregano (1 Tablespoon if fresh)

Juice of 4 lemons

Dice fish while still partly frozen, unless using fresh.  Add all other ingredients, mix well and refrigerate overnite.  The acid in the lemon juice “cooks” the fish.

3 Roma Tomatoes

1 Large Purple onion

1 Large bell pepper (Yellow or red)

3 cups white vinegar (5% acidity)

1 cup water

Dice vegetables and place in glass or plastic bowl.  Mix well and add vinegar and water.  Cover and refrigerate at least 3 hours, overnite is fine.  Drain off liquids from vegetables and fish.  Mix fish and vegetables and serve with chips or crackers.  Keep cold.

                                                   -Brett Billings

FLY OF  THE MONTH

 

April 8th Creekside Fly Tying Roundtable - Brett Billings will be tying the Chicago Fly

In summer 1998 noted fly-fisher and entomologist, Carl Richards (co-author
of Selective Trout) came to Kentucky to help entomology student, Brett Billings, on an aquatic insect study of Kentucky's top trophy trout fishery - the Cumberland River Tailwater.  While sampling together, Carl sat
down one evening to tie flies and introduced Brett to what he called "the best d*mn wet fly I've ever fished."  Sure enough, the simple pattern consists of just 3 main materials and takes about 3 minutes to make.  This amazing
little bug has proven to be an ideal search and generalist pattern in many types of water.  It's accounted for "shellcracker" in Kentucky lakes, trophy brook trout in Maine, big browns in Arkansas' White River and loads
of rainbows and browns in the Cumberland. 

Carl fished the pattern extensively on the Muskegon and Ausable in Michigan.

Brett will be sharing the secrets of the "Chicago Fly" at the next Creekside Fly Tying Roundtable April 8th.  Bring your vice and tools if you have them.  If not, feel free
to borrow ours - we'll have plenty.  As always, guests and kids are welcome!
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The Chicago Fly Recipe
 Hook:  Tiemco 5263 size 8

Weight: Tungsten bead, black 1/8

Thread: Black 6/0 or 8/0

Tail:  Black marabou and red Krystal Flash

Body:  Black Angora goat or Mohair yarn

Hackle: None

Tying Steps
Step 1:  Mash barb on hook and slide bead up to head position

Step 2:  Tie in short, black marabou tip.  Use the type you'd throw away for wooly buggers due to lack of fluffiness.  Tie it about equal to overall body or hook shank length, not longer.  Add a couple pieces of red krystal flash on either side. (Green or even black Krystal Flash work well too.)

Step 3:  Tying the body right is key.  A more durable body can be made by using a dubbing loop and making a furry angora goat yarn, but using pre-made mohair or leech yarn is far quicker.  Tie in a piece of yarn about 5 inches long and begin winding the yarn around the body, spiraling forward.  Since the yarn is loosely woven, the fibers will tend to begin getting pulled upwards along the yarn you are holding,  So, as you wrap, it's advantageous to stroke the fibers of the yarn back down towards the body of the fly and rearward.  This keeps them from becoming matted under the yearn.  Ideally, you want the yarn fibers flowing backwards towards the tail, almost like wispy, sparse hackle.  Tie off yarn just behind head.

Step 4:  You can certainly leave this fly "tied in the round," however, some prefer to take a dubbing rake or brush and pull the body fibers up into a slight “Mohawk” shape running along the top of the fly. Pluck or trim any fibers over 3/4 inch in length.

FROM THE PREZ

 

The club is growing!  Our March 3rd meeting had 30 attendees, including lots of new friends interested in being a part of our efforts.  I hope that by keeping the quality of our programs at this high level we'll see more growth in the future.  As an added feature we'll be instituting "Tackle Time" at meetings to provide information and demonstration of fly-fishing associated skills.  "Tackle Time" for April 7th will start at 6:30 and feature new member, "Sandy Burk" tying shad flies you can use at Fletcher's Boathouse during the shad run coming up this April.  Make sure to stop in and chat with Sandy, who literally "wrote the book on shad."  (Her shad book Let the River Run Silver Again has won several awards.)  "Tackle Time" for the May 5th meeting will feature flycasting on the lawn outside the Orchard House with several of the club's fly casting instructors.  (New folks needing instruction - this will be a golden opportunity to get one-on-one lessons. For the rest of us, it will be a chance to try out 
some new casting tools, including handcrafted bamboo rods.  We are still looking for someone to coordinate "Tackle Time" for the meetings September thru December 2009.  If you have some ideas, please contact me at 304-876-7671 or Bcbflies@aol.com.

Other outreach efforts continue to evolve. 

The website is about 70% updated, but still requires work.  We're also looking for a Shepherd University Intern that may be able to provide some graphic design for a new
club brochure.  The "Creekside Fly Tying Roundtable" at Martins the 2nd Wednesday of the month is also another good chance to show the public what we do.  If you have ideas for outreach please let me know.

                                                -Brett Billings

CREEKSIDE ANGLERS MEMBERSHIP

It is crucial to the future of our chapter that we improve our retention and recruitment success.  We need to encourage younger people, women and others to join us in the fun of the sport and in our work to protect our water resources.

Incentive programs offered by the FFF include rewards for increasing membership by a certain amount.  And a new program asking first time members to sign a pledge and join the Legacy program is being encouraged by the folks in Livingston, MT.  -

Forms will be available at our regular meetings.  Visit the FFF website for more information.

ARE YOU ON THE “LIST?”

We are trying to update our membership list.  Please provide your e-mail address, postal address (with correct zip code), and telephone number (work is fine) to secretary, Bill Zinner. We want to make sure we keep everyone informed of fishing reports and club outings over the summer. Without your correct contact information we can’t let you know what’s going on.  Please see Bill Zinner to update your email etc…

LENDING LIBRARY
We are in the process of setting up a Lending Library of videos covering a wide range of  fly-fishing related topics from casting to fly-tying.  A list of available titles will be added to the web site soon.  Contact Bob Morris to check out a DVD.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Brett Billings – President, Creekside 

304-876-7671

Brett_Billings@fws.gov
Bob Morris – Vice President

304-263-8638

rcmorris11@verizon.net
Bill Zinner - Secretary

304-754-7183

zinnmaster@hughes.net

Randy Underwood – Events Chairman

304-262-8117

erundwood@yahoo.com
Ray Gano – Fly Tying Chairman

304-262-8844

mttop42@comcast.net
Phil & Matthew Van Dongen – Youth Camp

304-262-6411

docpvd@verizon.net/
John Brognard

301-371-4205

john@bjcustomfishingrods.com
ANTIETAM FLY ANGLERS - NEWS

(Our sister FFF club in Hagerstown, MD)

Antietam Fly Tyers’ Roundtable

Roundtable meetings are on the first Thursday of each month, starting at 7:00 PM at the Keystone Sporting Goods on Pennsylvania Ave.–just north of the intersection with Maugans Ave. in Hagerstown. 

Antietam Fly Tyers Roundtable Dates
April 2, TBA

May 7, Don Fine

June 4, TBA

Antietam Fly Anglers Monthly Meetings

Antietam Anglers meets the third Thursday of every month, September through May at the Nature Center, Mt. Aetna Camp and Retreat Center – 21905 Mt. Aetna Road near Hagerstown MD.

Contact:

Sterling “Buz” Buzzell – Pres. Antietam

717-794-2237

flycaster@supernet.net

CREEKSIDE ANGLERS, INC.

WEST VIRGINIA’S ONLY CHARTER CHAPTER OF THE FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS®

PRESENTS AN IMPORTANT UP-COMING EVENT

OUR ANNUAL ONE-DAY YOUTH FLY FISHING CAMP

AT

POOR HOUSE FARM PARK – BERKELEY COUNTY

SATURDAY, April 25 – 8:30AM– 3:30PM
BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 10 THROUGH 15

PRIOR REGISTRATION REQUESTED
MATERIALS, INSTRUCTION, BOOK, EQUIPMENT & LUNCH

PROVIDED FREE!
AN OPTIONAL DONATION OF $25 WILL BE APPRECIATED

COURSE INCLUDES:

FLY TYING, ESSENTIAL KNOTS, FLY CASTING TECHNIQUES,

STREAM-BORN BUGS, AND FLY FISHING IN THE LAKE
INSTRUCTORS ARE ADULT VOLUNTEERS FROM CREEKSIDE ANGLERS, INC. ALONG WITH MEMBERS FROM ANTIETAM FLY ANGLERS (MARYLAND) AND OTHER FEDERATION CLUBS IN THE AREA INCLUDING DE, PA, VA, MD AND DC

HOW TO REGISTER:

CONTACT RANDY UNDERWOOD, CREEKSIDE ANGLERS AT 304-262-8117 OR

E-MAIL AT erundwood@yahoo.com FOR FLYER, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION MATERIALS.

LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 REGISTRANTS

�





The Chicago Fly
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