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NEWSLETTER

March, 2005

President: Ray Gano

We held our regularly scheduled monthly meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, March  1, 2005. at the CNB Community Room in Hedgesville, WV.  Our presenter was Brett Billings, recently moved to West Virginia and employed at the NCTC near Shepherdstown.  He is a video producer with the US Fish and Wildlife Service at NCTC.  Brett has been tying flies and studying aquatic life-forms for 25 years and has tied commercially in Alaska and Europe.  His specialty is flies for tailwater fisheries.  Brett just finished a Master’s degree in Science from Eastern Kentucky University.  He shared his photos of various aquatic bugs and their imitations.  His enthusiasm for the sport is wrapped up in his e-mail address: Love2FlyFish@aol.com.  We had pounced on Brett last Fall at the annual picnic and invited him to speak to the chapter sometime after he had become settled into his new job.  Brett provided a world of insight into the range of trout food available in the form of larvae, nymphs, duns and mature stoneflies, mayflies and caddis (among others) present in our waters as well as in his native Kentucky. Brett’s photos and presentation were terrific and we thank him for sharing both with our membership.

REPORTS

Treasurer
Larry Martz informed us that, due to the generosity of folks who attended our banquet and tyathon, we have a balance of $5819.49!.  Again, thanks to all who helped organize those events and to the individuals and sponsors who contributed their time and auction / raffle items – we couldn’t do this without you.

Youth Camp
“Quincy” Adams distributed a list of tasks associated with the upcoming Youth Camp (April 23).  Biggest news is that a new version of the manual originally authored by Joe Swam will become the responsibility of MAC and will be commercially printed through Shepherd University.  A “run” of 500 is planned.  Cost on the street for these manuals will be $15.   Creekside will be allowed to buy the copies it needs for the Youth Camp at $9.  It was proposed and approved that we purchase additional copies to offer for sale at the Youth Camp and other events.

Bill Zinner and Chieko McDowell will coordinate the food this year.  Stocking of the pond will be coordinated by Ray Gano and Larry Martz.


Many of the big issues have been addressed but small details and the rounding up of volunteers to help with all aspects of the Youth Camp are still in process.  If you want to help with a specific task, let Quincy know.  If you can spare the time on the 23rd we can use all the help we can get.  One area that could use more help is the afternoon fishing session – if that appeals to you we’d love to your help

And don’t forget the most important part of the Youth Camp, the students.  Spread the word, talk it up and encourage everyone who shows and interest to sign up and participate.  This is the best deal in town.  Where else can one receive a great introduction to fly fishing for so little cost?

Conservation
Bill Zinner will meet with John Schmidt of US Fish and Wildlife and some folks from the state DNR on Wednesday, March 9, to assess the stretch of the Tuscarora on the Roach property under consideration for a stream improvement project.  This stream may qualify for a program to re-introduce wild brook trout into the area.


Mr. Roach and his family have approved the basic outline of a project for his property.  More as details are developed.  A future meeting will be held with a stream channel design expert to determine what steps may be taken to accommodate fish and other wildlife in the stream.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Mar. 12
Stream Monitoring training, 1:00pm to 3:00 pm. with Sherry Evasec of the Blue Heron Environmental Network and Save Our Streams.  We will begin with a brief classroom session at the CNB Community Room and then move on to a nearby stream to begin the process of actually monitoring water quality.  Bring hip boots or waders and clothing appropriate for the weather.  Eat beforehand or bring a bag lunch, we will provide drinks and lite snacks.  This is a very important first step in our Tuscarora improvement project as we will need to submit three reports over a year’s time to establish a water quality profile.   Contact Bill Zinner, 304-754-7183 or wz1941@msn.com if you have any questions.

Mar. 12
Antietam Anglers annual banquet at the Plaza Hotel, Hagerstown.  Social hour starts at 5:00pm with dinner at 6:00pm.  Cost is $25 per person. Contact Sterling Buzzell, 717-794-2237 if you plan to attend.

Mar. 17
Antietam Anglers monthly membership meeting, Visitors’ Center, Greenbrier State Park.  Meeting starts at 7:00pm, all are welcome

Mar. 26
Second Annual Fredericksburg Fly Fishing Show, National Guard Armory, Fredericksburg, VA.  Lefty Kreh, King Montgomery and Beau Beasley will be there.  Take I-81 to Rte 17 at Winchester to Fredericksburg.  Armory is at the intersection of Routes 3 and 1 in Fredericksburg. Contact:  Vince Staley, Falmouth Flats Fly Fishers, 540-899-6464.

April 2
Creekside at Sparks Sporting Goods.   Definitely demonstrate fly tying.  Might also offer casting demonstration and leader making if there is an interest among members and attendees.  If you want to demonstrate casting, for instance, bring your rod and one to share.  We’ll set up outside and see who might be attracted to watch and learn.

April 5
Monthly Creekside Anglers membership meeting, 7:00pm at the CNB Community Room.  Sterling Buzzell will be demonstrating the design and tying of “Nymphs for Spring”.  If you want to tie along with Buzz bring your vice and tools and the following materials:  0/6 or 0/8 thread (black or brown); pheasant tail; fine copper wire (similar to the size in stranded electrical wire); peacock herl; rabbit fur dubbing (med. brown); brown hen hackle feathers.  Buzz will supply the hooks.  This is a great opportunity for all levels of tyers to practice with a master tyer, don’t be shy!  If I am willing to try it, everyone should be willing to try it.

Apr 23
Annual Learn to Flyfish Youth Camp at Poor House Farm, Berkeley County, West Virginia.  We start registering students at 8:30am and end the day sometime around 3:30pm.  Volunteers should plan to arrive around 8:00am.  Put out the word, start signing up students.  We will also need help with food preparation and serving.  Contact Bill Zinner, 304-754-7183, if you can help with the food. If you have questions or want to sign up, contact Quincy Adams  at 304-876-2461

FOUNDATION

We plan to move ahead with the establishment of a Creekside Foundation or Endowment Fund to be supported through contributions by members and friends of Creekside and FFF.  We intend to start by establishing a special deposit account under the aegis of Creekside Anglers to which members may contribute.  The account can be set up for a specific or general purpose.  Since we are a 301(c)3 corporation these contributions should be tax deductible.  It was the consensus of the meeting that we should continue to develop this idea and make a specific proposal at a future meeting.

MEMBERSHIP

We recently contacted FFF for the latest list of Creekside members and received a computer printout with outdated information and many errors.  Members should check with Barbara Wuebber in Livingston to confirm that they are, in fact, listed as members and to make sure they are listed correctly.  While you’re at it, please notify Bill Zinner or Ray Gano if any corrections need to be made to your membership information –snail mail address, telephone # and/or e-mail address.  This is vital stuff that enables us to keep you informed.  Also, make sure you renew your membership by paying your dues and listing your affiliation as Creekside Anglers.

SPONSORS

President, Ray Gano, reminded us that a number of businesses provide ongoing support Creekside Anglers and that we should try to return the favor. To wit:

LL Bean, thanks to Wendy Avey

Spark’s Sporting Goods

Keystone Sports

Loon Outdoors

Gudebrod

Whiting Farms

Cabela’s

You are encouraged to patronize these businesses whenever possible.  Letters of thanks will be sent to those who contributed to the banquet.

