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 NEWSLETTER

February, 2009

Editor’s Note:  Submissions should be made to Bill Zinner, Editor, by email (zinnmaster@hughes.net, or 12 Fourth Bridge Road, Hedgesville, WV 25427, Phone (304) 754-7183.

February Meeting  02/03/09

The February meeting was held on Tuesday February 3, 2009 at Orchard House, Route 45, Martinsburg, WV  Attendees discussed upcoming programs including the Youth Camp, scheduled for Saturday, April 25.  A Dynamics of Fly Casting  presentation by Bob Stouffer followed the Membership meeting.  Thanks to Bob, attendees -no matter what their skill level - took home useful information about how and why their casting and approach can be improved. 

Guests and/or New Members
Rick Burke
CREEKSIDE ANGLERS

Officers for 2009

President – Brett Billings

Vice President – Bob Morris

Secretary – Bill Zinner

Treasurer – Larry Martz

Creekside Anglers thanks Kirby Lewis, Mary Ann Lewis and Ted Bostic for their service to the Chapter.  We especially want to wish Kirby good luck with his upcoming hip 

surgery.

Membership 

It is crucial to the future of our chapter that we improve our retention and recruitment success.  We need to encourage younger people, women and others to join us in the fun of the sport and in our work to protect our water resources.

Incentive programs offered by the FFF include rewards for increasing membership by a certain amount.  And a new program asking first time members to sign a pledge and join the Legacy program is being encouraged by the folks in Livingston, MT.

Forms will be available at our regular meetings.  Visit the FFF website for more information.

Our membership list is out of date.  I need your current information immediately!  Please provide e-mail addresses, postal addresses (with correct zip code), telephone #’s etc.  THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT

One last thing: don’t forget to renew your own membership!

Meeting Programs- Spring, 2009
March 3 - John Mullican, MD DNR – Potomac Report 

April 7 - Mark Richardson – Fishing the N. Branch of the Potomac
May 5 - Randy Underwood – Fishing Safely
Fly Tiers’ Roundtable – Spring 2009

Creekside Fly Tying get together at the café in Martin’s Grocery Store, Foxcroft Avenue, Martinsburg.  This is the first meeting and we look forward to many more.  Ray Gano will be the featured tyer.  Materials provided.

February 11 – Ray Gano

March 11 – Brett Billings

April 8 – Shelly Billings

Fishing Trips – 2009

Randy Underwood, Facilitator

A one day trip to Town Creek, MD is in the works.  If this or any other trip interests you please work with Randy (see CONTACT INFO. below) to plan the trip and notify chapter members

Remember, it is our goal that once a trip is scheduled it will happen.

ANTIETAM ANGLERS

Fly Tiers’ Roundtable

Meets on the first Thursday of each month, starting at 7:00 PM at the Keystone Sporting Goods on Pennsylvania Ave.–just North of the intersection with Maugans Ave. in Hagerstown. All skill levels are welcome - these guys like to share their passion for fly tying.

Roundtable Dates and Personalities:

March 5, Steve Harry – Black Ants

April 2, TBA

May 7, Don Fine

June 4, TBA

Materials provided, bring your own tying equipment, including a light and extension cord if you have them.

Monthly Meetings

Antietam Anglers meets the third Thursday of every month, September through May at the Nature Center, Mt. Aetna Camp and Retreat Center – 21905 Mt. Aetna Road near Hagerstown MD.

Annual Banquet
Antietam Anglers will hold their annual banquet on March 28, 2009 at the Plaza Hotel in Hagerstown, MD.  Start at 5:00 PM, dinner at 6:00 PM.  If you plan to attend, please contact Buz Buzzel (President), 717-794-2237, e-mail flycaster@supernet.net/, as soon as possible.  This is always a great event, come out and support our sister organization.

You can get more information on Antietam’s website and in the last newsletter they sent out.

UPCOMING CREEKSIDE EVENTS

Please visit our website for an expanded list of upcoming events including meetings, fly fishing shows.  If you don’t have access to the internet contact me and I will mail you a complete list.

February 11,  7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Creekside Fly Tying roundtable

March 3, Monthly Meeting – Orchard House, Rte 45 E.

6:00 PM Business Meeting

7:00 PM Membership Meeting: John Mullican – The Potomac River Fishery

March 11, 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Creekside Fly Tying get together

April 7, Monthly Meeting – Orchard House, Rte 45 E.

6:00 PM Business Meeting

7:00 PM Membership Meeting:  Mark Richardson – Fishing the N. Branch of the Potomac 

April 8, 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Creekside Fly Tying get together

May 5, Monthly Meeting – Orchard House, Rte 45 E.

6:00 PM Business Meeting

7:00 PM Membership Meeting:  Randy Underwood – Fishing Safely

June   Friends and Family Picnic, 

The Barn at Poor House Farm.

WEB SITE

www.creeksideanglers.org
One of President Billings’ stated goals is to upgrade and improve the website.  He is already working with John Brognard.  You can help too.  Brett needs your feedback and input.  Please visit the current site and comment on what you see there and what you would like to see there. 

Please note that websites for Creekside and Antietam have links to other major fly fishing sites and activities, along with a host of other useful information.  Please take advantage of these sites.  And, if you have some talent and experience with website design, your help would be especially appreciated.  This is a contribution that would be particularly helpful - please step up.

SHEPHERD FLY FISHING SCHOOL    

The Shepherd University Fly Fishing Class (GSPE 169) will begin the first week of March and is full with twenty students registered. Eight classes are scheduled from March to the end of April and will involve fly-fishing basics, knot-tying, equipment, entomology, casting, fly-tying, and one evening of fishing. Members of Creekside and Antietam Anglers will assist in teaching casting and fly tying. The 2009 Spring GSPE 169 Class will be the 17th class offered jointly by both clubs since 2001. 

ANNUAL LEARN TO FLY-FISH YOUTH CAMP – APRIL 25, 2009!!!!

Registration is now open for this eagerly anticipated event.  Doc Van Dongen and son Matthew are the Camp Coordinators.  Randy Underwood is the Registrar - contact him if you wish to sign someone up.  

Parks and Recreation has again offered us the use of the barn and lake.  

Activities will include introductions to fly-tying, fly casting basics, essential knots, entomology (bugs) and fishing.  Instructors for each activity are very experienced fisherpersons eager to share their knowledge and encourage newcomers to the sport.  Contact Phil and Matthew Van Dongen, 304-262-6411, docprd@verizon.net/ if you can help or have questions.  A registration form is attached for your use.  Make copies if need be.

.

TYATHON
Fifteen tyers and 10 attendees spent a pleasant and productive Saturday, Jan. 31 immersed in the craft of turning mundane materials into tiny works of art.  Fifteen boxes of flies were produced for our upcoming Youth Camp and other educational activities.  Quincy reports that we still need to fill about 5 more boxes so if you can, please tie up some of your favorites and donate them to the cause.  Small streamers and black ants are especially prized for the Camp.

Triston Shuster reported that he had a great time instructing a visitor (about his age) in the basics of fly tying and worked hard to recruit her for the youth camp and our chapter.  Way to go, Triston.

The annual Tyathon is almost as long-lived as the chapter itself.  It was originated by Bill Lewis and his wife Sharon.  She deserves a great deal of credit for the success of the Tyathon because she has taken on the responsibility for preparation and serving of the food we all enjoy each year.  The Orchard House is a great venue for tying but has, at best, primitive food service facilities.  Despite that, Sharon, with help from several others, managed to provide a feast.  Many thanks to her and her pal Vicki De Mars for all their hard work and dedication to the success of Creekside.

And thanks to Brett (and Shelley) for sharing his birthday cake with everyone too.  Apparently, it was a big cake because it showed up again at our February meeting.  Can you say sugar high?

CONSERVATION DOINGS

 It is shaping up to be a busy year for conservation activities.  Additional information in future newsletters and the web.

CONTACT INFORMATION

John Brognard

301-371-4205

john@bjcustomfishingrods.com
Sterling “Buz” Buzzell – Pres. Antietam

717-794-2237

flycaster@supernet.net
Bill Lewis

304-754-3918

wwthetyer@aol.com
Brett Billings – President, Creekside 

304-876-7671

Brett_Billings@fws.gov

Randy Underwood

304-262-8117

erundwood@yahoo.com

Bill Zinner

304-754-7183

zinnmaster@hughes.net

Quincy Adams

304-876-2461

adams4849@comcast.net
Bob Morris

304-263-8638

rcmorris11@verizon.net
Phil and Matthew Van Dongen,

304-262-6411

docprd@verizon.net/
BITS AND PISCES

In the future, this is the place we will publish stories, book reviews and articles about fly fishing.  Find a good supplier of special materials? – share it.  Had a bad experience with a supplier or shopkeeper? – share it.  Want to thank someone?  SHARE IT.  We will not publish anything about politics or religion (and for now, the economy).  Let’s stick to the subjects of the sport and water quality improvement.

Please don’t be shy.

You may submit things anonymously, your privacy will be respected and your contribution appreciated.

To kick things off, here’s a joke you might enjoy:

Alaska’s Department of Fish and Game is advising hikers, hunters and fishermen to take extra precautions and be observant.  They advise that outdoor enthusiasts wear bells on their clothing and carry pepper spray.  They also recommend watching out for fresh signs of bear activity, and learning the difference between black bear and grizzly bear scat: Black bear dung is smaller and contains lots of berries and squirrel fur.  Grizzly bear dung has little bells in it and smells like pepper spray.

Please note that the newsletter will be available on our website starting this month.  Only those who have no access to e-mail will receive a printed copy.  It is essential that you provide me with an e-mail address if you have not done so already.  

THE FOOD LOCKER

 From Miss Ellie’s cookbook

GRIZZLEKNUCKLES

1 can sweetened cond. milk

2 cups graham cracker crumbs

1 cup coconut

1 6oz. pkg chocolate chips

Powdered sugar

Mix all ingredients.  Pour in a 9” X 13” greased pan, Bake @ 350 deg. for 20 mins.   Sprinkle w/ powdered sugar.  Cool, cut and serve.

FLY OF  THE MONTH

A simple pattern from Ray Gano that will catch trout and small mouth bass.

PATUXENT SPECIAL
The Patuxent Special is a streamer used primarily for Smallmouth Bass.  However, the very same fly (weighted) is an excellent choice for Brown Trout in the Smoke Hole and similar waters - especially if it is fished late in the day and into the evening.

I tie my version on a number six (6) or eight (8) straight eyed hook.  My preference is the Mustad 9674, mainly due to its resilience.  However, you can substitute a streamer hook with an aberdeen bend, but remember, the aberdeen is a much lighter wire with less memory.  So, if you plan to fish for Smallmouth bass, use the 9674 or similar stiff wire hook.

The Recipe:

 Hook: 9674 Mustad - Sizes 4 - 8

Weight: 3 to 4 millimeters of light lead wire onto the shank

Thread: Black #6 uni-thread or equal

Tail:  Fox Squirrel Tail Hair - under side

Dubbing: Rust Colored dubbing (antron)

Hackle: Brown or Furnace stiff hackle 

Tying Steps 

Step one:  Place the hook in the vice and wrap the hook shank with approximately 3 to 4 centimeters of light lead wire or, if you prefer, a leadless substitute. Start the lead about 2 millimeters behind the eye.  Once the lead is wrapped, over-wrap it with thread starting one eye width behind the eye and winding back toward the bend.  Finish wrapping back until you have reached the start of the bend in the hook.

NOTE:  You may want to wrap the lead wire on counter to the way you will wrap thread and other materials.

Step two: Cut a small bunch of hair from the bottom side of a Fox Squirrel tail.  Even the tips of the hair in a stacker (the tail should be no longer than the shank of the hook).  Using the pinch-pull method, secure the tail on top of the hook, right above the barb.  

NOTE: Because squirrel hair is very hard and not easily compressed, once I have the tail hair secured with three or four wraps of thread, I put a very small amount of zap-a-gap on the thread and ends of the hair to assure that the tail does not pull free from the hook. 

Step three: Tie in the hackle feather - tip first – at the tail, with the dull side facing down.

NOTE: Try pulling the hackle feather upright to 90 degrees before you start to wind it forward, this helps to eliminate twisting.  Be gentle or you’ll break the feather off.  If that happens often disregard this advice and blame the editor. 

Step four:  Begin to apply the dubbing.  You want to start small at the tail and graduate the body as you move to the thorax.  Once you have covered the last of the weighted area with dubbing, spiral the hackle feather forward with tight, close wraps.  Tie off the hackle about two millimeters (width of the hooks eye) short of the eye.  Build a good head and whip finish.  Cement or lacquer the head.

This fly can also be fished on the surface if tied without weight.  Retrieve it like a swimming terrestrial and be alert, strikes are aggressive.

As listed, it is fished like most streamers, across and down, swung through the current and retrieved in short strips.  Be alert at the end of the swing, fish often hit streamers just as they stop.  If you are fishing for bass, they like a bit faster retrieve.  You should also try  a bottom bounce retrieve along the edges when fishing for bass.

For more tips on when, how and where to fish this excellent fly, ask Ray Gano or Doug Hutzell.

If you have a favorite or effective pattern you would like to share please send it in.  Provide the name, list of ingredients, digital photo or drawing, tips and tricks to use when tying it and a brief description of how to fish your pattern

FROM THE PREZ

 

Many thanks to all those fly fishers and spouses that have been so welcoming to me and my wife, Shelly.  Through the recent banquet and Tyathon, we gleaned many thoughtful and new ideas from many of you.  Thanks for the insight and help.  I'm always open to new ideas, especially from people willing to help implement them.

 

In the coming two years we will concentrate on expanding the club's membership, especially youth members.  There is an awful lot of valuable knowledge - some fishing-related, some not - that's tied up in the great minds of our club's members.  I want to make sure they have the opportunity to pass that knowledge on to another generation.  In an era of video games, instant electronic communication and over-stuffed schedules, today's youth are in serious need of time outdoors with experienced mentors.  We have the mentors, right here in this club.  For anyone that has been part of our Youth Fly Fishing Camps (MAC or Creekside versions), they know just how passionate these experienced conservationists are when it comes to teaching young people. 

 

I want to take this solid foundation of experience, knowledge and concern about our environment, and create the opportunities to ensure those lessons get transferred to a new generation.  I hope each of you will contact Phil Van Dongen, our Youth Camp Chair, to volunteer for the upcoming youth camp April 25th.  This will be just the first of many chances to demonstrate how we put time and caring into our mission of mentoring the future's conservationists.

 

In my next column, I'll talk about some of the outreach initiatives being taken to get the word out about the club and its purpose.  Your feedback is always appreciated.


CREEKSIDE ANGLERS, INC.

WEST VIRGINIA’S ONLY CHARTER CHAPTER OF THE FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS®

PRESENTS AN IMPORTANT UP-COMING EVENT

OUR ANNUAL ONE-DAY YOUTH FLY FISHING CAMP

AT

POOR HOUSE FARM PARK – BERKELEY COUNTY

SATURDAY, April 25 – 8:30AM– 3:30PM
BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 10 THROUGH 15

PRIOR REGISTRATION REQUESTED
MATERIALS, INSTRUCTION, BOOK, EQUIPMENT & LUNCH

PROVIDED FREE!
AN OPTIONAL DONATION OF $25 WILL BE APPRECIATED

COURSE INCLUDES:

FLY TYING, ESSENTIAL KNOTS, FLY CASTING TECHNIQUES,

STREAM-BORN BUGS, AND FLY FISHING IN THE LAKE
INSTRUCTORS ARE ADULT VOLUNTEERS FROM CREEKSIDE ANGLERS, INC. ALONG WITH MEMBERS FROM ANTIETAM FLY ANGLERS (MARYLAND) AND OTHER FEDERATION CLUBS IN THE AREA INCLUDING DE, PA, VA, MD AND DC

HOW TO REGISTER:

CONTACT RANDY UNDERWOOD, CREEKSIDE ANGLERS AT 304-262-8117 OR

E-MAIL AT erundwood@yahoo.com FOR FLYER, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION MATERIALS.

LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 REGISTRANTS
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