CREEKSIDE ANGLERS

A Charter Chapter of the Federation of Fly Fishers
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NEWSLETTER

April, 2005

President: Ray Gano

We held our regularly scheduled monthly meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, April 5, 2005. at the CNB Community Room in Hedgesville, WV.  Our presenter was Buzz Buzzell, President of Antietam Fly Anglers and a very accomplished fly fisherman.  We invite Buzz to make at least one appearance as a presenter each year.   This year he came to demonstrate and instruct on tying nymphs for Spring fishing.  As usual, we were treated to a highly informative and well organized presentation complete with a discussion of subsurface imitations and why they work, printed information on tying three different flies and some on-the-vise training.  Buzz was as generous with his materials as he was his time and those of us who did tie learned a lot and went home with three more flies than when we arrived.  Many thanks to Buzz.

REPORTS

Treasurer
Larry Martz informed us that we have a balance of $4482.42

Youth Camp
“Quincy” Adams was several time zones away from our latest meeting.  However, it is reported that all arrangements have been made to secure fish, place them in the netted area of the pond and protect them against the many poachers who seem to smell a stocking truck.


At last report, 13 students had signed up and more are expected in this last week of registration.

We will provide the usual hot dogs, hamburgers, chips and drinks.  We will need side dishes such as baked beans, potato or pasta salads, vegetable platters and desserts – cookies and/or sheet cake are usually sufficient.  If you plan to bring one of these dishes, or something else, please let Bill Zinner (754-7183 or wz1941@msn.com) know by Wednesday, April 20.  Volunteers will be needed for food preparation, serving and clean-up on the day of the Youth Camp.  Don’t be shy.


Many of the big issues have been addressed but small details and the rounding up of volunteers to help with all aspects of the Youth Camp are still in process.  If you want to help with a specific task, let Quincy know.  If you can spare the time on the 23rd we can use all the help we can get.  One area that could use more help is the afternoon fishing session – if that appeals to you we’d love to your help

And don’t forget the most important part of the Youth Camp, the students.  Spread the word, talk it up and encourage everyone who shows an interest to sign up and participate.  This is the best deal in town.  Where else can one receive a great introduction to fly fishing for just $25 – including lunch?

Conservation
We met for a stream monitoring workshop with Sherry Evasec on Saturday, March 26.  She introduced us to the process and equipment associated with monitoring and reporting on a stream such as the Tuscarora. 


The stream was too high and running to swiftly for us to get effective samples so we defined the three locations – at the top, middle and bottom of the project – where samples are to be taken.


We will begin this activity soon and will keep you posted.

Outreach:
The fly tying event at Sparks’ held Saturday, April 2, went off without a half hitch.  We had planned to demonstrate casting and other skills along with tying but the weather was not good.  President Gano plans to hold more events of this type in various locations – all are invited to help promote the chapter and have a little fun.

Fly Plate:
A proposal has been made to produce a traveling exhibit of  framed “fly-plates”, in collaboration with Antietam Anglers, to be mounted in several locations around the area.  These could serve as an example of who we are and what we do.  If you have questions, contact Kirby Lewis.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Apr 23
Annual Learn to Flyfish Youth Camp at Poor House Farm, Berkeley County, West Virginia.  We start registering students at 8:30am and end the day sometime around 3:30pm.  Volunteers should plan to arrive around 8:00am.  Put out the word, start signing up students.  We will also need help with food preparation and serving.  Contact Bill Zinner, 304-754-7183, if you can help with the food. If you have questions, contact Quincy Adams  at 304-876-2461

May 3
Regularly scheduled membership meeting, 7:00 pm at the CNB Community room in Hedgesville.  This will be the last meeting until next September.  Program to be announced.

Sept 10
Sportsmen’s Yard Sale.  To be held at the Bedington Ruritan building from 7:00am to 3:00pm.  Breakfast and lunch will be available and there will be a fish-fry starting at 4:00pm and open to the community.  Contact Kirby Lewis for details.

FOUNDATION

We plan to move ahead with the establishment of a Creekside Foundation or Endowment Fund to be supported through contributions by members and friends of Creekside and FFF.  We intend to start by establishing a special deposit account under the aegis of Creekside Anglers to which members may contribute.  The account can be set up for a specific or general purpose.  Since we are a 301(c)3 corporation these contributions should be tax deductible.  It was the consensus of the meeting that we should continue to develop this idea and make a specific proposal at a future meeting.

MEMBERSHIP

We recently contacted FFF for the latest list of Creekside members and received a computer printout with outdated information and many errors.  Members should check with Barbara Wuebber in Livingston to confirm that they are, in fact, listed as members and to make sure they are listed correctly.  While you’re at it, please notify Bill Zinner or Ray Gano if any corrections need to be made to your membership information –snail mail address, telephone # and/or e-mail address.  This is vital stuff that enables us to keep you informed.  Also, make sure you renew your membership by paying your dues and listing your affiliation as Creekside Anglers.

NEWSLETTER

The May newsletter will be the last one available only via direct mail.  Starting in September, the newsletter will be mailed only to members who do not list an e-mail address.  For members who have access to the internet, the newsletter will be available on line at our website: www.creeksideanglers.com
SPONSORS

President, Ray Gano, reminded us that a number of businesses provide ongoing support  to Creekside Anglers and that we should try to return the favor. To wit:

LL Bean, thanks to Wendy Avey

Spark’s Sporting Goods

Keystone Sports

Loon Outdoors

Gudebrod

Whiting Farms

Cabela’s

You are encouraged to patronize these businesses whenever possible.  Letters of thanks will be sent to those who contributed to the banquet.

Bill Zinner

7294 Back Creek Valley Road

Hedgesville, WV 25427
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